
	
	
	
	

Burray	Parent	Council	Meeting,	Tuesday	19th	Feb	2019,	5.30pm	Burray	School.	
	
Present	
Parents	 –	 Callie	 Bland,	 Rhonda	 Jamieson,	 Stephanie	 Scott,	 Cheryl	 Rafferty,	 Marie	
Montgomery,	Martin	Fleet,	Sylvia	Tomison,	Hellen	French.		
Staff	–	Miss	Duncan,	Mrs	Allan,	Mr	Arnold	and	Miss	Boyd.	
	
Apologies,	 Kerry	 Martin,	 Douglas	 Montgomery,	 Sammy	 Cooper,	 Miss	 Tait,	 Debbie,	
Andrew	Drever.	
	
Adoption	of	Previous	Minutes	
Proposed	–	Miss	Duncan	
Second	–	Tracy	Hourston.	
	
Matters	Arising	
	
Hall	Lighting	
Douglas	was	unable	to	attend	so	will	leave	till	next	meeting.	
New	lights	have	been	purchased.	Hope	CA	hopefully	contributing	to	Hope	PC	for	new	
lights.	Douglas	is	going	to	ask	someone	if	they	can	come	and	do	some	training	on	how	
to	set	up	the	new	lights.	Douglas	is	going	to	speak	to	Helen	Inkster	in	the	Hope	about	
this	too,	and	also	about	getting	more	lights	so	they	can	be	shared	between	Burray	and	
the	 Hope.	 Stephanie	 Scott	 is	 keen	 to	 learn	 how	 they	 work	 so	 that	 she	 can	 help	 in	
Burray	and	the	Hope,	as	she	is	also	chair	of	the	Hope	Community	Association.	
	
Hope	Youth	Club.	
Community	Learning	Officer	(Cheryl)	was	wondering	what	interest	there	would	be	in	
starting	the	Hope	youth	club	again.	There	is	already	a	paid	youth	worker	that	lives	in	
St	 Margaret’s	 Hope	 but	 to	 start	 the	 club	 again	 the	 council	 would	 have	 to	 look	 at	
recruiting	another	youth	worker,	the	post	has	previously	been	advertised	but	not	been	
filled,	so	want	to	gauge	the	opinions	of	the	parents	to	see	if	this	is	something	the	kids	
would	use.	
It	is	for	P	4	–	P	7	and	runs	in	the	Hope	School.	
A	few	parents	expressed	the	view	that	their	children	felt	a	bit	unsure	when	joining	in	
activities	in	the	Hope,	and	the	suggestion	was	made	if	the	youth	club	could	alternate	
between	the	Hope	and	Burray,	to	encourage	more	children	to	attend.	
This	is	something	that	CLO	will	take	into	consideration	when	thinking	about	the	post,	
Hellen	 French	 though	 the	 use	 of	 the	Hall	 for	 this	 purpose	would	 be	 gifted	 from	 the	
Community	Association.	
	



Constitution	Changes	
Cheryl	has	updated	the	constitution,	this	 is	to	be	circulated	to	all	parents	and	a	hard	
copy	placed	in	the	foyer	before	next	meeting.		The	next	meeting	will	be	called	an	EGM,	
and	two	weeks	notice	shall	be	given.	This	will	allow	the	constitution	to	be	changed.	
	
Support	for	Learning	
I	emailed	Peter	Diamond	to	see	I	there	was	any	updated	on	Support	for	Learning,	we	
received	 an	 email	 back	 that	was	 circulated	 to	 the	 PC.	 There	was	 also	 a	 paper	 copy	
circulated	at	the	meeting.	
Mr	Arnold	is	in	the	process	of	deciding	the	needs	for	the	school	for	next	year.	Looking	
at	what	we	have	now	and	basically	putting	together	a	wish	list	of	what	we	would	like	
to	get	and	will	put	their	best	case	forward	to	the	council.	This	will	be	put	in	the	next	
two	weeks.	
Currently	we	have	a	half-day	a	week	support	for	learning	teacher,	but	no	assistants.	
Some	members	 felt	 that	 the	 introduction	 of	 a	 third	 class	 room	might	 be	 seen	 as	 a	
lesser	need	for	learning	support.	
Orkney	 however	 has	much	more	 learning	 support	 than	 other	 areas	 across	 Scotland	
who	have	no	budget	for	learning	support,	but	we	still	need	to	keep	fighting	for	what	
we	have,	and	the	possibility	of	any	more.	
	
Reading	Support	for	P3	and	upwards	
Miss	Boyd	explained	about	the	different	reading	groups	across	the	different	primary	
classes,	and	that	reading	is	a	lesson.	They	have	a	class	novel	each	day.	They	also	have	a	
book	out	of	the	class	library	for	15	mins	a	day.	
There	would	be	a	possibility	of	volunteers	coming	in	to	read	to	the	children,	but	this	
would	be	just	for	the	enjoyment	of	books,	which	Miss	Boyd	expressed	that	the	kids	in	
the	Burray	School	 really	 love	 their	books.	And	 if	would	be	great	 if	we	could	get	any	
male	volunteers	to	read	to	the	kids	also,	to	keep	the	boys	interested	too.	
However	 this	 is	 just	 for	 the	kid’s	 love	of	books	and	 reading	and	does	not	 come	 into	
their	structured	reading	lessons.	
It	was	also	highlighted	that	the	novels	in	the	school	are	a	bit	dated,	and	this	would	be	
an	area	that	PC	could	help	with.	
The	kids	also	have	books	they	could	read	at	home	every	night	if	they	want.	
Erin	Boyd,	is	going	to	get	together	a	list	of	the	current	books	that	the	kids	like,	the	new	
titles	 and	 authors	 and	 forward	 this	 to	 me,	 with	 looking	 at	 parent	 /	 grandparent	
donations	 of	 books	 to	 the	 school	 for	 any	 one	who	would	 like	 to,	 and	 also	 gifting	 at	
Christmas	time.	
	
School	Grounds	
Lots	of	people	have	been	doing	bits	and	pieces	around	the	grounds,	so	many	thanks	to	
them.	Still	need	to	take	away	the	raised	beds,	and	also	the	wild	 flower	area	down	at	
the	entrance	gate.	They	are	over	grown.	Mr	Arnold	is	going	to	check	with	the	council	to	
see	if	this	is	something	they	would	sort	as	they	cut	the	grass.			
	
Safe	Routes	to	School	
The	 idea	of	 the	pavement	along	 the	main	 road	will	be	very	costly.	The	school	 travel	
plan	would	match	50%	of	the	price	of	the	application,	but	we	would	still	be	looking	at	
huge	sums	of	money	that	would	be	unachievable.		



Martin	 suggested	 a	 chipped	 path	 in	 the	 field	 that	 runs	 along	 the	 main	 road	 as	 an	
alternative	measure,	with	support	 from	the	 field	owners	 to	do	so.	Every	one	 though	
this	would	be	good.	
	
Martin	is	going	to	redraft	a	letter,	for	support	from	the	community	council	to	try	and	
reduce	the	speed	limit	in	main	village.	Andrew	Drever	said	the	current	pavement	that	
it	there	is	too	narrow,	so	would	give	good	reasoning	to	reduce	the	speed	limit	to	30.	
	
So	it	was	felt	that	a	new	pavement	on	the	main	road	is	out	of	reach	but	a	chipped	path	
would	be	a	good	alternative,	and	reducing	the	speed	limit	is	looking	quite	positive.	
	
Parent	Council	wish	list	to	buy	
	
Travel	for	school	trips	
Books	
Lines	on	the	mulit	court.	
Active	learning,	science	tech,	Kinex	Kits.	
Possibility	of	things	for	the	third	class	room.	
The	school	will	look	at	getting	a	list	together.	
	
Fundraising	Committee	
Tesco	 coin	drop,	we	have	 the	 form	 to	be	 filled	out.	 	Miss	Boyd	and	Alistair	 to	meet,	
possibility	of	using	it	for	the	Kinex	as	it’s	expensive.	Miss	Boyd	to	write	a	proposal	and	
will	have	ready	for	next	meeting.	
	
Play	Equipment	
MF	has	spoken	to	the	council	and	we	need	to	use	a	council	approved	contractor.	This	
will	be	done	over	the	Easter	holidays	when	the	school	is	closed.	We	will	get	someone	
to	do	it,	Stuart	Tait	had	previously	volunteered,	and	it	will	be	checked	by	the	approved	
contractor.	
	
Music	Teacher	
Denise	will	hopefully	be	here	until	summer,	and	Marie	will	be	here	until	March	for	Art.	
	
Head	Teacher	Report.	
Mr	Arnold	 had	presented	 his	 report,	 and	 also	 included	 a	 calendar	 of	 self-evaluation	
and	quality	assurance.	
Some	nice	new	ideas,	Please	Don’t	do	that	I	don’t	like	It,	was	spoken	about	and	sending	
a	postcard	home.	
Also	highlighted	from	his	report	was	the	rising	cost	of	the	school	trip	to	Lagganlia,	and	
Hoy.	This	may	be	something	to	be	looked	into	for	future	classes.			
Marie	said	that	they	had	a	LLagganlia	and	Hoy	fundraising	committee	when	Lily	was	
going	and	they	managed	to	raise	enough	to	cover	it,	so	this	is	another	option	to	cover	
these	costs.	The	community	council	usually	give	a	grant	too.	
The	parent	council	will	give	£75	per	child	the	same	as	last	year.	
	
Treasures	Report	
The	bank	is	about	£2900,	money	is	still	to	come	in	from	the	tea	towel,	but	still	need	to	
install	play	equipment,	lines,	etc.	



Cheryl	has	also	seen	possibility	of	some	funding.	
	
AOB	
Marie	said	that	there	is	an	exhibition	on	at	the	Pier	Arts	Centre	in	Stromness	that	has	
work	from	the	Burray	Bairns.	
	
Wider	Achievement	–	doing	an	About	Me	for	the	older	kids,	what	things	they	like,	what	
they	did	at	the	weekend	etc.	
	
Minute	thanks	to	all	who	helped	at	the	Toy	and	Book	sale.	
	
Next	Meeting	(EGM)	
	
Tuesday	30th	April	5.30pm.	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


