
 

 

 

January 2019 Bulletin 

I’m not sure I’ve had many more memorable Januarys before this year. I can honestly say that I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my first month as Head Teacher at Burray Primary School. If the children have 

been coming home and telling you anything about our assemblies so far (I’m sure they’ve had more 

exciting things to talk about) they may have mentioned the word pride. Even these early stages, one 

thing has stood out about this school, this village and this island; an enormous sense of pride. You as 

a community are rightfully proud of where you live and we could do worse than to pass this feeling 

of belonging onto your children. Indeed, I am already feeling extremely proud to be here in my 

current position. 

I’ve seen Burray in the wind, Burray in the rain, Burray in the sun and now Burray in the snow 

(sometimes all in the course of a single day!). One thing is certainly true; Burray is bonny. I’m trying 

very hard not to be distracted by the view from my office window, but it has been wonderful to see 

the children out in all of these conditions, getting plenty of exercise and developing their social 

interactions. We have developed two enormous competing snowballs this week. The two teams 

have been racing to collect the remnants of recent flurries. I’m now taking bets on which one of 

these colossal balls of ice will withstand the elements for the longest time. I’ll keep you updated on 

developments. 

I’ve been trying to get outside every morning to speak to the children before school and make a 

concerted effort to get to know them all. Names are tricky, and I’m still learning, so I’d like to thank 

you all, children included, for your patience with me. I am getting better, and I might ask one of the 

pupils to test me shortly. I’ll let you know how it goes! If you do see me out in the mornings or 

afternoons, please say hello. 

I’m pleased to say that one boy in Nursery has promoted himself to Head Teacher this week and is 

doing a sterling job. He has made himself a badge, got some spectacles and (most importantly) has 

acquired a clipboard. Kai, you have discovered the secret of Head Teachers everywhere; if you carry 

a clipboard, you immediately look busy and important! Well done. 

I hope you’ve had a brilliant beginning to the year and I look forward to working with you through all 

that lies ahead. 

Kind Regards 

Steve Arnold 

 

Reminder: Please call the school office by 10am if your child will be absent from school. 



Nursery fun in the snow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

 P1 + P7 Health Screening  Wednesday 6th February 
 

 Schools closed     14th, 15th and 18th February 
 

 Parent Council   5.30pm Tuesday 19th  February 
 

 Fluoride Varnishing  Thursday 28th February 
 

 Last day of term 3  Friday 5th April  
 

 Term 4 starts    Tuesday 23rd April 


