
 

February 2019 Bulletin 

Surely it can’t be March already?!? I guess time flies when you’re having fun, and there have 

certainly been plenty of smiles from all of us here (especially the children) since the beginning of the 

term. I feel like I have so much news from February, so I apologise in advance for the length of this 

bulletin. 

I have been incredibly fortunate over the last two weeks to spend much more time both in the 

classroom and playground with the children. I am so impressed with what the children here are 

doing, all the way from Nursery to P7. It’s been fantastic to see our Nursery group out and about in 

Burray looking for shapes, visiting shops and joining in with the playgroup. We cannot underestimate 

the positive impact these ‘real world’ experiences have. 

In P1/2 I was lucky enough to be involved with some writing and some maths last week. They have 

been in correspondence with a well-known celebrity; Sleeping Beauty had written to the children 

asking them to create a knight in shining armour to protect her. The illustrations and descriptions 

were outstanding. Yesterday, the P3-7 pupils drafted and then improved the most amazing 

descriptions using their sentences. They really were impressive and I could immediately imagine 

each scene vividly.  

I have also decided to involve myself in some football matches in break time. It’s a good thing that I 

can’t be relegated because I’m definitely sitting at the bottom of the table! Burray children might be 

incredibly friendly, but they are ruthless when it comes to sport! I’ll keep practising. 

On a more serious note, you may be aware of some concerning news in the media this week about 

the ‘Momo Challenge’ that has been infiltrating social media. Fortunately, it has now been 

confirmed as a hoax and all media reports of children coming to harm as a result have been found to 

be false. However, I think it serves as a useful prompt to begin conversations with the children about 

safe internet use. While I won’t be mentioning this example specifically, I will be talking to all the 

children on Monday about ways to stay safe online, and I’d encourage you to continue that 

conversation at home. I would also encourage you to discuss the notion of trust and responsibility 

when it comes to using technology. It seems this most recent example involves adults (particularly 

those in the media) jumping to premature conclusions and drawing potentially harmful attention to 

something that really had no basis. I think we sometimes need to have a little more faith in our 

children and trust the values that we instil in them as a community. If we’re open, honest and 

supportive with the children, I am confident that they will be well equipped to make sensible 

decisions. Online safety is something that I am particularly interested in and have experience with, 

so if you do want to discuss anything, please get in touch. 

I hope you all have a fantastic weekend. 

Kind Regards 

Steve Arnold 

 



World Book Day 2019 

World Book Day is a registered charity on a mission to give every child and young person a book of 

their own. It’s also a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and it’s a celebration of reading. On 

7th March 2019, children of all ages will come together to appreciate reading. The main aim of 

World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is to encourage children to explore the pleasures of books and 

reading by providing them with the opportunity to have a book of their own. 

On the day every child will be given a book token that they can take to a local bookseller and can use 

it to pick one of ten (exclusive, new and completely free) books. 

In Burray we will celebrate on Thursday 7th March  with the following activities: 

•All children and parents are invited to join us for a ‘Big Bookie Breakfast’ between 9.30am – 10am. 

Please come dressed for breakfast in your favourite pyjamas! 

•Between 10am – 10.30am staff will be stationed around the school to read and share their 

favourite books with you. Please feel free to move around the school and listen to different books. 

•At 10.30am everyone is invited to return to the hall to take part in some book related activities. 

•All children are asked to bring their favourite book from home to share with their class during our 

afternoon activities. 

 

P3 – 7 Swimming Sessions 2019 

Primary 3 – 7 have completed another very successful 8 week swimming block. The pupils were, as 

always, a credit to their school and community during these visits.  

Along with learning the mechanics of swimming pupils have also learned about other benefits too.  

Did you know… 

 Swimming keeps your child’s heart and lungs healthy, improves strength and flexibility, 

increases stamina and even improves balance and posture. 

 Swimming provides challenges and rewards accomplishments, which helps children to 

become self-confident and believe in their abilities. 

 Swimming also puts less strain on joints and connective tissues than other forms of exercise 

making it suitable for everyone! 

 It’s also just really good fun! 

Learning to swim is a skill that once learnt is rarely forgotten and it is open to people of all ages. The 

instructors have discussed the importance of continuing to swim on a regular basis to reinforce the 

skills learned during our lessons and to also increase water confidence.  

 

 



Learning Logs Home  

Pupils will be getting their Learning Logs home with them in the last week of term. Please take time 

to look through this with your child and to write any comments you feel are appropriate to their 

work. Please also use the page to share any achievements that they have been successful with 

outside of school: we love reading about these when they are returned back into school. 

Can we please ask that all Logs are signed and back in school by the last day of term.  

Many Thanks 

Erin Boyd 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Learning Logs sent home – Friday 29th March 

Last day of term – 5th April 

Easter Monday – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Start of term 4 – Tuesday 23rd April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our P3-7 pupils 

having a great 

time in the pool 

and P1/2 

designing shields 

for their knights! 


